HSCA 11/15/78 "Conspiracy theories" Ed Evans report on escape from prison and Foreman. 

Francis Morris (?) for HER in intro says Ray confessed to "police authorities," 
which is not true. 

Blakey opens with "two other allegations of official complicity in Memphis, CB 
broadcast and cutting down of trees. In straw man approach he says these gre // 
"substantial" questions, fees Eshibit 180, Memphis map. For entirely purpose sly 
purpose of tracing account of CB broadcast, known to be fake and at time after 
assassins escape, so on t at basis also irrelevant. He does not begin by giving time. 
Finally gives time in dating laasoaai last two broadcasts, 6Z:41 and 6:44 p.m. Claims 
"exhaustive investigation" by committee establishes what was known all along, that 
the CB broadcast was a hoax. Phis was established immediately by police anrl sheriff. 
Calims "concerted effort by the committee" to inaetify fake broadcaster, '• L ‘his can hardly 
be more than or other than what was earlier done by both police and FBI and I obtained 
in CA 75-1996. Lone "suspect” has testifed in ex. sess. that he did not. ‘-^his is 
probably the kid the police suspected. Final conclusion" not a conspiratorial act" 
because it came "a full 45 minutes after" the assassination and "the identification 
of James Earl Ray's White Mustang" had been broadcast by the police,, Ho ref. to Ray 
and no real identification of a "white Mustang." 

Treee and shrbubs...were cut down on the day following Dr. King's assassination." 

^Ehe reason, so uhe theory goes," is that t e trees and shrbus show Ray’s innocence. 
^Only Lane). Ez. 181 is blowup of page of Lane's book. FI 82 is a Louw pho-to, which 
shows no obstruction, which is hardly all it shows. F15C photo of April 5 from bathroom 
window taken by police and also showing "unobstructed line of fire." Sanitation and 
pgarks ^ept. records shows no cutting of trees "in the aftermath." While it is Lane’s 
fabrication, that is not the only means of cutting down. 

Escape from prison and flight: forgot to turn tape on to this point, which is beginning 
of 8-1. Quotes from Clay Blair, David Lifton, Switches to Ray's "own account" of 
going to Altanta and bus to Canada. On aliases , which is what is in uncredited Frane— 

Up, says it is "'committee’s investigation" ang goes into possibility of conspiratorial 
meetings fofc payoffs. 



Ed Evans called ar 06 5 on tape 8-1. "The committee retraced his movements." Canada, 
Portugal and feeat feu tain. "Some potential witnesses declined to be interviewed." 

^o subpoena power outside US. First Canada investigation on three mpjn issues, 
passport,, cr imi nal associates aho. financial transj^actions. They "review ! ed all 

vvTt^ a °^ e ^' L ^ es " . °^ government. Refers to 1968 investigation without saying 

FBI s reflects difference of time in taking Canadian room of two days, Ray saying 
5/6 and this investigation saying 4/8. Again, in my FOIA case yield. 

Sneyd and Bridgemen used same doctor for annual physicals, JDr. fexman. "Ray 
had no satisfactory explanation for his use of the" Galt name. Sajis Ray told them he 
got it in Chicago phone boot/ Uses signature exactly as I do in F-ti and does not 
say that is where he learned. 

Say told staff he got names from birth records. 

Other discrepancies in Ray's stories. Duplicates FBI’s investigation and says 
he did it on this technique of getting aliases by criminals. 

RCMP found Toronto map and destroyed it as part of "regular procedures." sup- 
posedly- aarked -addresses of- those whose names he used. "Our investigation establishes" 
/ hat „ ay toM Huie 311(1 § uie published and FBI later duplicated. Hot "Our investiga- 
tion but dishonest committee self-puffery. All exhibits unoriginal but represented 
as committee’s own work. 



Says significance of Ray's false trail or leaving Toronot unclear whereas it is 
pretty clearly a cover for his establishing a second false identification at a dif- 
ferent address, which was essential. 

T -t,„ .^o^ugalJEvans went _with Allan Eousman, .counsel, and Preyer. Met with Gomez 
who is m FBI reports. #Dr. Gomez made his files available." Goes into fey’s ?etlm 



to 
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London without any mention of their phoney claim of conspiratorial meetings they 
were investigating, used to get continues life continued. 

Says that in England found no evidence of Ray having any criminal associations. 

Says he robbed bank alone. 

"The committee obtained evidence" of an alleged effort to rob a jewelfry store. 

This also is FBI’s work, straight from 75-1996. 

Former Scotland Yard chelf detective Kenneth hompson named as source of their 
info on bank robbery. Again stright from FBI 1996 records. All of it, including 
exhibit used. 

Evans uses various dodges to pretend other thanthat they were merely repeating 
the FBI’s work and what was public domain, including in F-U. 

_ RCMP's examination of passport pictures under Sgt. Titus of ROMP. Picture sent 
by i*'BI May 11. That is , almost a month late , which committee does not say. 

Edgar questions at very end this side. Asks for names of unavailable Canadian 
witnesses. Dr. Maxman, Bridgeman, who they could not locate, and several who had 
been interviewed by RCMP and would not be interviewed. Edgar wants list of those who 
would not talk put in record as exhibit. This is how Side 2 begins. 

After all this time they have not completed their report on Ray's finances. 025, 
side 2, 8-2 tape. 

Evans can only give "an approximate date" for the RCMP’s passport review. 

Were there any important "issues" they could not follow in Canada? Yes, 
but RCMP structure and our "financial restraints" precluded. ^ 

070 Stokes asks about Eist investigation. Did not have tije to cheek him out 
on first trip and went back for 5 days when he interviewed people including the 
"attorney who spoke to Hr. Lanes" and "they fold me the information" about Eist 
was "speculative." Ends 090. Sawyer, Preyer pass. 

Fauntroy has three questions. jf"Rcmp imposition of conditions. "Why were they 
imposed. Attributes to diplomatic situations. F. wants an official explanation made. 

Second: Dr. Maxman.Why did he refuse to speak to committee staff? Ho reason given. 

Third: Ray's use of Galt alias. Ray said "I don't remember" when theytold him 
no u alt listed in Chicago phone book. 180. 

Fithian: Why was Ray not charged in Ebgland for bank robbery? "Well , that is still 
an open charge" on which he would be "rearrested" if Ray returned there. Scotland 
Yard told him "extradiction proceedings" would take precedence, which is also what 
the 1996 FBi records state. 

Stokes: 21 Oasks about British cooperation. ScotAnd Yard more cooperative that 
RCMP but they did as ^ome Office told them and they withheld some records. 

Blakey turns to guilty plea in introducing Foreman, about 245. "Critics" 
have accused FBI on coercion of plea. This is anything but what I did or * i im and I 
did mn evidentiary hearing. Then partial rehash of literary contracts that we used in 
evid. hrg or I published in F— U. Says Stanton had conducted case investigation by 
January IS, although Stanton did not begin until later. Skips from 2/3 to 3/9 in 
accounting of events and contracts, leaving all else outoForeman spent "from 30 
to 75 hours preparing the case." 

F262 it Foreman letter I published in facsimile in F-U. 

Attributes terms of deal to Canale when in fact it was Battle who dictated them. 

fia»#easter»wM--e%^--tE4d^-t)VKr defense only at federal court leveiTTd3±eh is false. 

Skips to final appeals decision. 

Claims "committee has gone further" than courts on guilty plea. On this quotes 
only Lane's ph oney charges in Zorro, *efers to what I had in F-U about electronic 
surveillance and recordings of it. 
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Foreman's voice indicates lie feels Ids age. 

At 127 on 9-1 they go into his entry into case, in terms of Ray's false claim 
of how, by bulldozing his way in. Says he refused to go to London and ^emphis to 
talk to Ray when asked by Jerry. Said he insisted that James write letter and 
he got one at his offiee about 11/8/68. Implies by mail and "whe the letter came it 
was read to me by phone.' 1 This does not show in the mail logs. Says he was in 
Waco when letter came and he returned to his office and read letter. Claims "the 
letter is with all the files in the Ray case in JoJei Hooker's home." 

"Recent" effort to locate files, at 185, says the firm now claims they can t find. 
i his and other fabrications in evd. hrg. evidence, to which they do not refer. - 

F-2-53 first exhibit handed, copy of Look 8/15/69 article. Foreman's part. Says he 
wrote it. Beeson quotes second graf . There he says the Ray .brothers handed him a letter. 
Foreman interruptsto say "that language is not mine" that Vie rewrote it and not true. 

Besson says he is "attempting to resolve the conflict" without citing sheriff's 
mail logs. Foreman insists on mailed letter read to him be secretary. Beeson here 
does bet "mailed" in. 

Says he wrote article "when I was in Xi emphis, Tennessee, at the p eabody Hotel." 
Huie "took poetic license " to "make it more readable." Foremans here says "It was 
mailed to me at my office." 

Hoes not recall details of Jim ^esar's deposition but recalls being deposed. 

At 257 is given full transcript, ef. to pp. 109-12, Lesar's questioning re Huie in 
Dreamer. Foreman said "Actually £here si somet.Ang in the artcile attributed to me 
that d din* t say." says at close, last two graf s. ""I wrote the article down to a 
certain point." Changes here to say "entire article was rewritten, every line of it." 

Insists handing of letter by brothers is not his "for the third time." 

Hepe they use" two pages of Shelby founts? prison logs" referring to persons who 
saw Ray but "following up on the question of the letter which Mr. Ray sent you." 

F-254, pp. 86,87. Top 86, 1 1 / 10 / 68 , when Foreman entered cell, then several entries and 
Mr. Foreman asked us to witness a letter that" Ray wrote Hanes. Foreman asked them 
to witness questions he asked Ray. 3*30 p.m. entry, top 87, when Foreman left with 
shift change. Beeson asks about questions he asked guards to witness. Why did he need 
to do this if he had letter from Ray. Says he did this because of kind of WCharacter 
James Earl ay is." Still does not say why he needed more than Ray's letter. And to now 
the committee has not used the mail log. Rote if it does not later. That would be a 
definitive answer, one not subject to the kind pf evasions Foreman used. 

"I don't have to answer any question that commences with 'why'" Foreman claims. 

Beeson quotes canons and ask about his behavior, in compliance, sa/ last question. 

I did hot known anyone in America who needed me any warse that James Bari Ray 
did." Claims "never been accused" of ethical violation, hut he was indicted and Beeson 
says nothing about this. They also fail to get into record offer of $-20— year deal 
through Hanes* 

Says Ray at forst only "asked me to sit in the case," not to take it over, which 
seems to contradict all else. 



Claims "I had no intention of entering the J a mes E a rl Ray case other than in 
getting him a (Tennessee) lawyer who was competent," as John Hooker was. Says only 
"to keep it from going to trial two days later." Says Ray "vetoed" because son Jav 
n ooker /'had been supported by blacks." 

.Say? iie -believed at first "there was a conspiracy and that Ray was a catspaw." 



-agrs he dad not approave or agree with Hanes/ Huie contracts and "have no place 11 
in case. "I never had any illusions" about "large amount of money //// from" a book. 
Says he accepted contract only because "Rasy was certain he was going to fee supd 

by Coretta Ring." (Ray could have assigned to others and asked earlier for assignment 
to J erry, but no questions asked.) 

Beeso$ says both the iv aeses and the ED conducted significant investigations and 
as s about the efforts" Foreman made. "What investigative work... did you personally 

"I^fle^olttf my 0 timl" g S 1 SsS ea * S ^ that except for when he Pneumonia 
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"I undertookto establish whatever was available" Says nothing about any personal 
investigation other than bathroom visit, rest being what he was not able to (So. 

"I enggaedt eight law students... to assist me in the investigation..." Interrupted 
to ask id he usually uses law students, "never a private detective." He says he 
piad nothing except expenses, things like "car rental." Had "applications from 
30 or 40." "One of the things was running down this CB broadcast.""’ I don’t recog- 
nizw that the assassination (or murder) orf " King " was any different" than any 
other homicide. i ’*o effort at any investigation outside of Memphis. Beeson goes back 
to prison logs, "Committee’s review of those Igos" is that he spent about 20 hours 
with -^ay, two before case and six after guilty plea (all from Jim’s work in evid. 
hearing and leaving most important of that out. Foreman denies, saying the figures 
"are not rrue." epats, "They are not true." At about 300. 

Says he never saw them before. This is because he ducked appearance at the evid. 
hearing. Claims "There is nothing automatic about this" and ’’somebody forgot to 
write down all of the time, that's all." 

¥as he satisfied he had adequate knowledge of the Government's case. Actually 
claims " J ames Earl Ray's plea of guilty ariginated with James Earl Ray." about 360. 

Repeats never recommended to any client that they plead guilty. ”1 did tell 
him the facts as I saw them." 

Direct ends at 410 Sawyer questions for committee. Asks if contract to defeat 
Coretta suit "fraudulent coneelament." Makes speech about Sawyer making speech. 

Did he agree "to forward information from Ray to Mr. Hui e ." Claims "I 
refused to c ommuni cate with Mp. Huie" until "X found that li r.Riiie had conducted such 
a detailed investigation outside of Memphis" anf they relayed inf or from "“ay to Huie 
in response to questions from Huie, as "Hanes had done before me." "I amagine I did, 
lam fairly sure I did” read all. "Did it give you any concern that H r. Huie may" 
have been called to testify. Evades, did not rep. H^ie. "l 0 t a t all" concerned 
because "there was nothing in any of the questions that could havehaat James Earl Ray. " 
(Ends 085.) Sawyer ends 155 on 10-1 Preyer then questions. Ssks about the two tVn'ngg 
Foreman has said he could win on, wrong fingerprints jas from Jeff City and "Old 
man sitting on hillside." Thought of this he could make a case, on wrong 
prints. Claims “ominent and suspicious and significant" on conspiracy. 

"01 the Letter which Ray sent to you, employing you in the case." Foreman 
interrupts to say *ay only asked him to come to talk to Trim, 

Fauntroy 204. Ho way of establishing approach from Jerry "beyond doubt." Fireman 
says his word, is good and he has no doubt. 

313 Devine, "I think this boils down to the credibility of Mr. Foreman" as 
compared with^Ray, says t is only and "I jfclled back” the rest of his time. 

Then Fithian. Back to Look article, says his opinion of assassins gamp now. 

Then Fithian leads into other llleged inferences of Ray racism. Says asked Ray to 
agree to association of black former judge in Memphis. Says he spoke to group of 
SCIC ministers "who spent approximately 20 hours withme." Ray refused to see them. 

Spent 2 or 3 hours with Ray on this , from his remaining 1 2 hours spent with Ray. 

Says he took ^awson up and "Ray would not get within 18 inches of speaking tube." 

(Any hail record of %wson going up? Think not.) Also says fay agrred he wanted to 
go to Africa "to shoot some more blacks," Foreman’s alleged question of him. 

Says Ray believe thatin Shelby County "A jury would be at least 7 to 5 for him." 
J " his » > of C0i 5 se ’ is opposed t o vol untariness of guilty plea, end 10-1. 

1CC-2 Fithian gets three more miniates. "I don’t "think that Ray ever believed that 
he would be tried" because he palnned to cop aw plea and then escape. 

Says he told Ray he’d never have been caught "if he Hid just carried them with 
him another 150 feet he’d never have ^ been caught" claims Ray said "The's exactly 
why X didn't. ..I wanted the boys in ^ eff Qity to know." Ends 030. 

Ray told him” "within thefirst 30 minutes” that "he assumed he was going to be 
convicted. " 



Edgar at 055 on his insitence of getting guard to witness question ofRray "To 
protect yourself,” so whay "not as protective of the letter that you clainTwas seni 
to you by James Earl Ray. " Foreman refuses to anywer "why" question. 
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Says that Eay thought conspiracy was part of a defense, which is irrational. 

That is there was a conspiracy he would he innocent. "Takes away his own guilt" 
at 106. (Spent couplemof hours trying to talk him out of this, which reduces the 
remaining 10 hours hy that much more.) 

168 McKinney, letter Foreman said chances conviction 10($, etc. "You had a 
Government case^ in 'which the evidence was weak, and he goes over some, for real 
weaknesses, which may not comport with committee's report. "Doesn't that bring the 
odds down to a little less than TOO /"? "If that was all, yes sir." His answer is 
"I never talked to a person who didn t believe that Eay was guilty.” 

"I don't keep files like most pSoplemdo." 215. How can he protect self? 

Stokes "reminisces" about his and Foreman' s joint participation in the organi- 
zationof a legal society and then feeds him leading questions to enable Foreman to 
mate big and irrelevant but prejudicial speeches about Ray's motive and success in 
it and how great Foreman was to save Ray's life. 

(Nobody ever asks about an electrocutions.) 

Fithian back at 545 on ^c^inney* s question of "gard evidence to make it 
10C$> certain that Ray would be convicted." Fingerprints on rifle. (Pretends he does 
not know lands and groove, "what do they call them, mounds and rivers?" No, not that) 
'No defense to the circumstantial evidence." Renting o£ second room, which ignores 
that Brewer refused to identiy Hay and nobody else could or did. Windowsill 
mark. Trajectory "from above", which isn t true. "The leaving of his identifiable 
alundry m ark." But "I have tried at least 500 cases since I tried this one bu t I 
don't have total recall..." "There was available thw admission that he had made in 
EngladyJ? which does not and did not exist, not even list existed then. 

Fauntroy 460 

. 477 "I cross James Sari Ray for hours." 

Bgeimning tape 11 says James told him Jerry was with him when he bought rifle, 
let claims " he was veiy protective of Jerry." %y made slip "that Jerry had helped 
him with his escape.” Satisfied on Ray's source of money. Says Ray told him that 
"irhever he went into a new town he always rented a safe deposit box" for his pistol, 
"the keep the maids" from seeing. He rented a box in B'ham only of all the cities 
in which he had been. Says Ray did mention the specific robberies but can t reaall 
except "one was a supermarket." Bawdy house. "There was a robbery in Los Angeles." 
Does he recall a hank robbery/ "Yes. That was in England." 

Stokes at 555. Forget to rest counter. Stokes says that B a y testified Raoul was 
with him when he bought first gun. Theh five-minute offer."I yield that time to any 
member... I didnSt come her to carry a point or to defend myself... I have no reason 
for wanting any additional time." Recess until 2 p.nu Ends at 578. 

NER commentary takes it and plays it all straight, without any questioning of 
anything Foreman said or any selfish interest Foreman has in what he now says. 




